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Higher Social Study, the Faculty of Law, the College de
France, the School of Social Service—lectures in which as
orator and as moralist he was equally happy, which he
lavished without stint on the gatherings of co-operators,
at the Association of Social Christianity or of Faith and
Life. Only a few months ago he issued, in collaboration
with M. Oualid, an article on the cost of the War in
that great economic history of the War which he edited
personally. In February, the revised edition of his
Selections from Fourier was published, furnished by him
with a new introduction. This introduction ends with a
sentence (doubtless the last from his pen which he saw
in print) in which, again, he reveals the great preoccupa-
tion of his life: "Co-operation," he writes, "is the bodily
daughter of Fourier, but she has also a soul, and this
she did not receive from him."
To understand and interpret the soul of a book, of an
institution, of a doctrine, was, with his innate literary
gifts, both the great endeavour and the great triumph of
Charles Gide. Re-read some of his studies; for instance,
those on Ricardo and on Malthus. With what art he can
dramatise these doctrines, giving to each the colour of
its author's temperament! The story is seen by him, not
as a succession of frigid theories, but as a vast colloquy
spread over a century, between living men, confronting
one another with their ideas, their experiences, their
feelings on social affairs. If he seemed to turn his back on
many ideas really closer to his own than others to which
he devoted much sympathetic curiosity, it was that the
former, in their firy and dogmatic statement, seemed lifeless
to him, whereas the others, behind their clumsy and even
impassioned expression, might reveal to those who knew
how to listen a grain of truth or a fertile enthusiasm.
The hope of discovering such a spark amid the smoke
of the Russian Revolution decided him, in spite of his
seventy-six years, to undertake the journey to Moscow.
10 the same year he visited Palestine in order to see for
Mmsdf the birthplaces of Christianity and to witness
tfeat moving event, which .greatly impressed him, the

